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 Another Great Yard  Tour Experience         

       by Emma Eshbaugh, MG Volunteer 
      
     The garden tour for master gardeners in May was 

hosted by Phyl Lawson, a master gardener from the class 

of 2006 (pictured at left with Terry Berube). Living in St. 

Pete Beach, she just happens to be the coordinator for the 

garden tours and makes the arrangements for them each 

month. So we were delighted that she offered her own 

home for the tour in May. 

     As I entered the 

circle driveway in front of her home, I was joined by 

several others on the tour and we stood in amazement 

at the ñtoo numerous to mention.ò The golden elder 

tree was in full bloom with a yellow plumeria 

blooming just a few feet away. Among the plants 

nestled around the area (some in pots) were various 

palm trees, flax lily, agave, musical note plants, 

variegated ficus, jatropha, muhly grass, and green ice 

groundcover. Phyl told us what many of the ñunknownò plants were and a little history 

of where she had gotten them. 

     When we entered the side area to go to the backyard, we were surprised by a large 

mango tree fully loaded with fruit. As we walked, I didnôt know whether to look up or 

down, because either way, I knew that I would miss seeing something. So many items 

of interest were on the fence and sitting on the ground among the plants ï small statues, 

ceramics, humorous signs, and more. 

     Once in the back yard a resting area with a swing and 

chairs under a pergola caught my eye and I quickly found a 

seat in the shade provided by overhead trees and vines. 

Others joined me and we sat and let our eyes do the walking 

to take in the beauty around us. No space has been wasted in 

this area ï even the small area between the pool birdcage and 

the side fence (also covered with yard art) is filled with 

plants including a small water garden.  

    Phyl Lawson, our host, belongs to the St. Petersburg 

Garden Club where she learned flower arranging which she 

enjoys. She won several awards at shows she entered. She 

told me when buying new plants she always keeps this in 

mind as they may do well in her arrangements. 

     Phyl and her husband have been in this home for 12 years 

now, but she remembers the work it took to get the 

landscaping started. All invasive and exotic vegetation were 

removed from the 

property to give 

them a clean slate to 

start. No grass and 

many flower beds 

were her goal, and 

as 20 Master 

Gardeners can agree, she has done a wonderful 

job. 
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     The Green Leaf  is 

published by Pinellas County 

Extension for Master 

Gardeners and others. The 

monthly newsletter depends 

on submission of articles from 

Master Gardeners, Extension 

staff and other authors. 

 

Please submit articles and 

photographs to 

cscaffidi@co.pinellas.fl.us 

The Green Leaf and archives 

are available on-line by 

clicking on newsletter 

 

 

MANAGING EDITOR:  

Chuck Scaffidi, MG 

Volunteer 

 
      

     We are especially 

appreciative of staff, MGs, 

and others who contribute 

articles, events and other 

items of interest to The Green 

Leaf each month. Please 

submit by the 20th of each 

month. This will help us 

assemble and publish the 

newsletter in a timely manner. 

Articles should be 700-800 

words or less. If you would 

like a copy of any photograph 

printed in the newsletter, 

contact MG Editor Chuck 

Scaffidi at 727 582-2117. 

 

cscaffidi@co.pinellas.fl.us 

Lakes & Ponds 

Education Day  
 

By Sandy Huff, MG Volunteer 

     In 3 hours we learned how 

to spot ponds in trouble, how 

one condo association 

revitalized their overgrown 

retention pond, how to 

keep pollution out of our 

waterways, how deep to plant 

aquatics, fertilization 

guidelines for lawns, the importance of mangroves, and more.   

    Plus we got a CD with all seven power point presentations (my Safety 

Harbor Garden Club will love these!) and a CD of invasive plants. I met a 

bunch of experts and each of us got 6 native Florida plants to bring 

home. Snacks and drinks were free too.  

    Dale Armstrong had already come by and set up the Extension demo table 

with brochures. All I had to do between speakers was talk to the 60-some 

people at the Lakes and Ponds Education Day at Weedon Island Preserve 

on May 20, in the air conditioning! 

    It was fun. I love volunteering as a Master Gardener.     
      

mailto:cscaffidi@co.pinellas.fl.co
http://pinellas.ifas.ufl.edu/home_landscape/mg/mg_newsletter.shtml
mailto:cscaffidi@co.pinellas.fl.co


     I would like to introduce a new volunteer writer to our Green Leaf  and Florida Friendly Footprint newsletters team. 

Following is Christina Thorneôs bio:-Chuck Scaffidi, Newsletters Editor 

     Hello to all Greenleaf and Foundation Footprintsô readers. I am Christina Thorne and it is a pleasure to volunteer for 

the Botanical Gardens by way of writing. I will be doing some exciting things such as interviewing new members that 

come into the family, introducing some of the arts to the Gardens, and possibly throwing in a little poetry here and there 

for your enjoyment. I am a mother of three, grandmother of four, have four dogs, have won two Editorôs Choice Awards 

along with a Gold Seal Honorable Mention Award. In addition, I am a member of the Golden Key Honor Society and a 

junior at Saint Petersburg College majoring in Business Administration. This degree includes marketing, law, and fi-

nance; combined, these subjects have assisted me in the publishing of my first book entitled óEyes Deepô.  

     My Website is www.christinathornebooks.com. Please feel free to contact me whenever you wish even if it is not 

book related. Well, Iôm sure youôre busy just like I am, so over and out.ǒ 

The Dolphinôs Pool  
 

By Christina Thorne, Volunteer 

     Relax? That is exactly what you will 

accomplish while observing the view that 

surrounds the pool of the dolphin 

fountain. The sound of the mushroom 

topped spouts and long lined stream of 

water briefly shooting its way upward 

from the dolphinôs bottlenose before 

landing in the pool is enough to 

mesmerize oneôs mind into bliss. Itôs not really the sound of a waterfall, rather, a 

continuous steady flow of water without the noisy splash. The blackened water hides 

natureôs creation of algae, dirt, and leaves. Although the fountain is a faded turquoise, it 

still catches ones attention with its 

uniqueness. The surrounding area 

includes Aloe maculate, or Soap Aloe, 

Dypsis decaryi, or Triangle Palm, and 

Euphorbia milii, known as the Red 

Dwarf Crown of Thorns. Every once in a while, birds quickly hover 

over the pool for a moment and squirrels pass by to hide in the trees. 

The squirrels have the best idea of alléhide and get away from it all!  

Concerning the blackened water, the Gardens can only clean it three 

times a year. If you have a connection or two that would like to get 

involved, please contact Chuck Scaffidi, Volunteer Coordinator at 

cscaffidi@pinellascounty.org.  

     One more cleaning a year is appreciated.  

     Until then, hopefully the dolphin doesnôt try to use some of that 

Aloe maculate to clean the pool after hours when no one is looking! 

Pretty in a Vase  
 

By Christina Thorne, Volunteer 
 

Amazed by your decadence 

You endure the elements. 

 Nature, bees, wind, and weather 

Invade on your innocence. 

I envy your strength untold. 

Every season you unfold. 

 Maintain your beautiful awe, 

Undoubted power controlled. 

Providing source made with care 

Turning poison into air. 

 Tribute paid is under par; 

Lifeôs protection from despair. 

Plucked by the one you protect 

On grounds of beauty inspect. 

 Death by the touch of oneôs hand 

For eyes to peel and dissect. 

Your aroma I embrace, 

Captures me in a sweet place. 

 Treasuring your last moments, 

Pretty, you stand in a vase. 
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           Cornplanting Moon   
              May 21 ï June 20  

 

By Jude Bagatti, MG Volunteer 

 

     I canôt say Iôve ever sowed corn, but I reaped it 

once from a small plot in lush, green Barnet, VT.  It 

was during a summer-long meditation retreat at a 

Tibetan Buddhist Center. We all had our assigned chores and rather than housekeep or 

cook, I chose tending the garden which included harvesting lettuce, carrots, beans and 

other vegetables weôd be eating for dinner.  Before then, Iôd never tasted raw corn-on-

the-cob, but biting into a young ear I picked right off the stalk, I was ñamaizedò to find 

it not tough, but tender, juicy and as sweet, or sweeter, than any steamed cobs. 

     Native Americans revere this near sacred, life sustaining resource with Green Corn 

Ceremonies, Dances and Festivals to give thanks for the harvest.  They often combined corn with beans and squash, 

calling the meal, ñThree Sisters.ò  Now in the Americas 40% of corn is used for ethanol, and by 2009, 85% of planted 

corn was transgenic maize (genetically modified). 

     Would early Native Americans have ever envisioned their revered maize being bastardized into ethanol to feed not 

bodies and spirits, but todayôs iron horses?  Could their dream catchers have ever snagged the specter of the misuse of 

corn fructose syrup as a gratuitous additive in so many processed foods with its resultant over-fattening of the populace?  

These late developments certainly are not cause for dancing or giving thanks. 

     In this last moon of the seasonal quarter, Sun Bearôs Medicine Wheel repeats the influencing forces:  ñThe Spirit 

Keeper of the Moons of the East is Wabun; the bird is the Eagle; the season is Spring; the time of day is Dawn; the 

colors are Red and Gold, and the powers are Wisdom and Illumination.ò 

     The Wheel has this to say about those born within the Cornplanting Moon which 

coincides with the astrological sign of Gemini:  ñPeople born under this moon are the Deer 

people.  Their plant is Yarrow; their colors are White and Green; their stone is the Moss 

Agate, and their elemental clan is the Butterfly Clan.  They are, like the Deer, sensitive, fast-

moving, graceful people.  They are clever, intuitive, alert, eager and resourceful.  They like 

to create and enjoy beautiful things.  They must learn to be more consistent, and less 

suspicious.ò 

     So ends the Spring Moons.  ñThese three moons are those of awakening growth as Father 

Sun begins to illuminate all of earthôs children and prepare them to bring forth their proper 

fruit.ò  Next month we leave Spring and the Moons of the East and begin the Summer season 

with new powers of direction under the Moons of the South.  Stay tuned. 

     heyjudebagatti@msn.com or 727-322-6211 for more info. 

When you walk into the Botanical Bounty Gift Shop , youôll notice a sense of harmony and calm.       

 

    What is it that is so appealing?  Maybe the quiet music in 

the background and the soft lights do it. Or the colorful 

cloisonné frogs, hummingbirds and alligators put one at 

ease.  The next time you enter the shop, pay attention and 

tell the volunteer what you think it is. 

     Our list of reciprocal agreements keeps growing. June l, 

we begin such an agreement with the Heritage Village 

gift shop. Show your Florida Botanical Gardens Foundation 

membership card  to their cashier and receive a 10% discount. 

     We have some new colorful tee shirts with ADVICE from the Honey Bee, another 

ADVICE from the Dragonfly and others.  The new owl luggage tags are bright to help you 

find your luggage easily.  Drop by to browse and chat with our friendly volunteers.  All your 

purchases benefit the gardens.  Thank you! 
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